November X, 2025

Dear SOGO Parents, Students, and Supporters,

Do you think families should have to pay a tax for their children to participate in a group like SOGO?  I sure don’t, but that is exactly what is happening!  The Washington Legislature passed ESSB 5814 last year expanding business sales taxes.  The bill included a new sales tax on “live presentations.”  There is no exemption for nonprofits and the Dept. of Revenue interprets the definition of live presentations to include rehearsals for organizations such as SOGO.  As a result, we are now required to collect sales tax of close to 10% on tuition. 	Comment by SOGO Board Pres: updated...

The SOGO Board has been studying this legislation and talking with other arts organizations. We do not believe we were the intended target and want to ask the Legislature to repeal this new tax on youth arts education.

To be effective with the Legislature, we need you: SOGO students, parents and supporters, to be central to the effort.  We ask you to contact your legislators, explain its impact on you, your student, and SOGO, and ask them to repeal this new sales tax on SOGO tuition.  Ask them to stop taxing kids!	Comment by SOGO Board Pres: Added

When should you do this? The sooner the better. November is a great time to get started. Ideally, contacts should be made before the session starts in January.

Here are steps you can follow to contact your legislators:

· Identify who represents you in Olympia.  You are represented by three legislators; two Representatives and one Senator. You can identify your representatives by visiting the Legislature's web page https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/. Enter your address to find names and contact information for your Representatives and Senator. 

· Call, email, or visit them as soon as possible. In-person visits are the most effective.  If you choose to visit, call to make an appointment with the legislator. You may end up meeting with their Legislative Assistant, but that's also effective. Information left with the LA will reach the legislator. When making a contact, be thorough but brief and to-the-point. Be aware that legislators and their staff have many demands on their time.

· If your young musician is willing to visit with you, that is even more effective. 

· If you visit your legislators in person, leave them something written, such as the attached document that provides relevant facts about SOGO and the impact of ESSB-5814. 


The attached template provides an example of what you might say in an email or call.  You should personalize it as much as possible to explain the negative impacts of ESSB 5814 on your family.  

Thank you for helping with this important effort.  The more of us who do this, the better.  We would like to make contacts in all the legislative districts where we have members, and it is great if more than one SOGO parent, student or supporter contacts the same legislator.  

So we can keep track of which legislators have been reached, please let us know if you do make contact.  Just drop an email to Office@Studentorchestras.org or leave a message on the SOGO line at (360) 352-1438 and let us know how it went.  Feel free to also reach out if you have any questions.


Thank you!

Milt Harper, SOGO Board President

Dept. of Revenue references about the new sales tax: https://dor.wa.gov/laws-rules/interim_guidance_statements/interim-guidance-statement-regarding-changes-made-essb-5814-live-presentations 

https://www.arts.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-DOR-SB-5814-FAQ.pdf 

ESSB 5814 as adopted: https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5814-S.PL.pdf?q=20251107112215 

Legislators: 
District 22 Legislators who represent most SOGO families in Olympia, Tumwater, Lacey:
	Senator Jessica Bateman
409 Legislative Bldg.
PO Box 40422
Oympia, WA 98504

jessica.bateman@leg.wa.gov 

(360) 786-7642

Leg. Assistant: Kasey Schiewe
kasey.schiewe@leg.wa.gov 
	Rep. Beth Doglio
308 John L. O’Brien Bldg.
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504

Beth.Doglio@leg.wa.gov 

(360) 786-7940

Leg. Assist: Kevin Snow
Kevin.Snow@leg.wa.gov 
	Rep. Lisa Parshley
317 John L. O’Brien Bldg.
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504

lisa.parshley@leg.wa.gov 

(360) 786-7992

Leg. Assistant:  Shelby Saylors
Shelby.Saylors@leg.wa.gov 



If you live in another district or are unsure who/how to contact your legislators, you can use this tool to find your legislators by address: https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/ 
